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Important Announcements  
For those who watch services on Live-Stream  

during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

Stay Home when Sick:  If you are sick or exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 please stay home. If you start to 

experience symptoms while in attendance at a service or out anywhere else, please go home immediately. If at a 

service, notify a Safety Team member on your way out so we may direct our cleaning and communication efforts. 

 

Singing (updated):  MDH has gone from requiring no congregational singing to “not recommended” but does 

say that if a congregation sings masks and distancing are required.    Please tune in early and stay late for the 

preludes, postludes, and sing with us the hymns that will be provided in the online bulletins. 

 

Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to 

keep things in your household as regular as possible: 

• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals 

• Dress like you would dress for church 

• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit 

• Sing along with the hymns 

• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever 

time is most convenient for you 

• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means 

of grace 

These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from 

developing during our temporary suspension of Divine Services 
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The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
January 24, 2021 

Preacher:  Pr. Matthew Johnson 

Organist:  Jacquelyn Magnuson 
 

Special Note for the Live Stream:  Because the Absolution and Communion are sacramental acts that require the in-person 

interaction of penitent & pastor and communicant & pastor, we will not Live Stream those portions of the Divine Service.  If 

you desire a more detailed explanation of the status of the controversies in Christianity and the LCMS around these acts that 

have led us to this decision on this practice, your pastors are more than willing to discuss it with you. 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

414 ’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Introit Psalm 84:1–2a, 4, 10–11; antiphon: Psalm 77:18b 

Your lightnings lighted | up the world;* 

 the earth trem- | bled and shook. 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O | LORD of hosts!* 

 My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts | of the LORD. 

Blessèd are those who dwell | in your house,* 

 ever sing- | ing your praise! 

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand | elsewhere.* 

 I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of | wickedness. 

For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and | honor.* 

 No good thing does he withhold from those who walk up- | rightly. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
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Your lightnings lighted | up the world;* 

 the earth trem- | bled and shook. 

 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

P O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony 

of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by 

grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in 

heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Exodus 34:29–35 
 29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from 

the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30Aaron and all 

the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But 

Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them. 
32Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he commanded them all that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount 

Sinai. 33And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face. 

 34Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when 

he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, 

that the skin of Moses’ face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak 

with him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 45:2a; 110:1 

You are the most handsome of the | sons of men;* 

 grace is poured up- | on your lips. 

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my | right hand,* 

 until I make your enemies your | footstool.” 

 

Epistle 2 Peter 1:16–21 
 16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the 

voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18we ourselves 

heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19And we have something more 

sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 

dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from 

someone’s own interpretation. 21For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 

were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 17:1–9 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter. 
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 1After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by 

themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 
3And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that 

we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5He was still 

speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 
7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no 

one but Jesus only. 

 9And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man 

is raised from the dead.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon:  "From Excitement to Terror--God's Word and the Father's Voice" (Matthew 17:5b-6) 
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 
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Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Following the prayers, the Live Stream ends and the Service of the Sacrament begins. 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001  

by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

Members who are sick and in need of healing and comfort— Rick Bymark (wife Jackie, son Hank), Lynn Slauson, Pam Linton 

(daughter of LaVerne & Arlene Bagne), Ilene Shepherd, Brigette Ritter, Dr. Crystal Rossow, Charice McDowell, Mavis Kalk, Joyce 

O’Hern, Melvin Haag, Patrick Oberle, Ramona Von Ende, Bruce Hansen, Justin Brynjulfson, Doris Gangelhoff, Barb Grambart, Dick 

Rau, and Randy Goerke.  Our Lord Jesus, who reached out to heal and comfort the sick and dying, continues to reach out with His 

healing Word through us.  Cards, phone calls, and prayers are always appreciated.  If you know of someone who is sick or hospitalized, 

please inform your pastors.  
 

Our homebound members are John and Arleen Barrett, Sue Erickson, Inez Koehler, Steve Orbin, Mark Pruhs, Amy Schalo, and Ilene 

Shepherd. 
 

All those serving in our Armed Forces— Agena Christophersen (Belgium), Emily Giefer (Georgia), Kevin Mazurowski (Alaska), 

Nathan Mazurowski (Arizona), Isak Preus (Florida), Brian Pruhs (Germany), Joseph Radintz (home), and Danny Schilling (home). 
 

Those who have lost loved ones during the past year— the family of Betty Schmiege, Justin Bermel & family (at the loss of his father 

Douglas, and his brother Jeffrey), Rob Borcherding & family (at the loss of his mother Carol), the family of Rev. Greg Tyler (Pastor at 

St. Paul Lutheran in Osseo), Lisa Kolander & family (at the loss of her mother Lucy Fairchild), Jan Stadler & family (at the loss of her 

sister, JoAnne Hackbarth), John Meyer & family (at the loss of his brother Jeff), the family of Larry Jobes, Dan Kappel & family (at the 

loss of his father Francis), Joellyn Wicht & family (at the loss of her mother Frances Spielman), Larissa Alvarez & family (at the loss 

of her grandmother Luci Correa), the family of Fred Hunt, the family of Diane Lawrence, Gerald Anderson & family (at the loss of his 

father Dale), Joyce O’Hern & family (at the loss of her father-in-law Marland), Arlene Rogge & family (at the loss of her father George 

Hackler), Lois Foggia & family (at the loss of her brother-in-law Tom Hooker), the family of Vivian Kuns, Stephanie Haver & family 

(at the loss of her brother Brandon), Char Abraham & family (at the loss of her brother Russell), the family of Linda Bredenberg, the 

family of Tracey Rosso, Cindy Cook & family (at the loss of her brother, Daniel Anderson), and the family of Gerald Oswald. 
 

And we remember those who have recently lost loved ones— Kyle Gaffaney & family (at the loss of his grandfather Bill Reese), Jim 

Day & family (at the loss of his sister), Heidi Brackeen & family (at the loss of her father Dennis Anderson), the family of Marlys 

Johnson, the family of Harold Grambart, and the family of Courtney Meine. 
 

All expecting families and their unborn children— especially Brittany & Adam Strohschein, Stephanie & Noah Heidorn, Martha & 

Aaron Reseburg, and Jenna & Leighton Spaulding.  If you would like to announce your pregnancy to the Church that we might pray for 

you, please contact one of our pastors. 
 

THIS WEEK:  The congregations in our circuit are praying for Lutheran Church of the Triune God, Brooklyn Center. 
 

PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL:  This week we pray for Property & Grounds Deacon Phil Koehler and the Board 

Members, and also for our Kitchen Managers, Heather Bursch & Lynn Schutte, along with all of the lunch helpers. 
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† Announcements † 
 

 

COVID-19 Preparedness Plan, Phased-Reopening:  All St. John’s events and activities have been cancelled or postponed until further 

notice, however, we now are able to hold Divine Services, weddings, and funerals that adhere to our protocols, as published in the 

pastoral letter of May 24, and available in our church’s “Covid-19 Preparedness Plan”.  Please visit our website for the link to these 

documents and to stay informed as updates can happen quickly. 
 

SOCIAL DISTANCING:  Please keep in mind your social distancing awareness and hygiene when entering the building and 

encountering other individuals; you are required to wear a mask as you enter, exit, or at any time when not social distancing.  Our 

Custodial Staff has been working diligently maintaining disinfection measures throughout the building to help keep our limited staff & 

visitors safe. 
 

SPECIAL FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK:   

1/24- St. Timothy (Acts 16:1-5; 1 Tim. 6:11-16; Matt. 24:42-47) 

1/25- The Conversion of St. Paul (Acts 9:1-22; Gal. 1:11-24; Matt. 19:27-30) 

1/26 St. Titus (Acts 20:28-35; Titus 1:1-9; Luke 10:1-9 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY (1st Peter):  Faithful Christians should expect trials and suffering in this life.  Our Lord promised it. In 

Peter’s first epistle he strengthens the Church for such suffering and trials.  It is a message of great hope and the promises of glory for 

those who endure the fiery trials.  Join us at 9:30 A.M. in the Fellowship Hall as we take up this great Book of Holy Scripture.   

Jan. 24 – 1 Peter 1:13–2:3 – Hope Claims Us as Children 

Jan. 31 – Jan. 31 – 1 Peter 2:4-17 – Hope Claims Us as a Holy People 
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY has resumed as we take up again the Book of Acts.  We meet via Facebook Live at 9:45 am 

each Tuesday.  This format will allow any questions you might have, simply post a comment and if it is seen it will be answered.  We 

will take a look at Stephen’s overview of the history of God and His people Israel, before looking at specific Old Testament passages 

next Tuesday. 
 
 

 

THE SERVICE OF INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION is available this month by appointment only.  Take 

advantage of this opportunity to hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to you individually in Jesus’ Name.  “If we confess our sins, 

God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9) 
 

                                                                                   Last Week          Year-to-date                  
                                                                                     01/17/21             since 07/01/20             
                                                                                                                                                                   

Total General Fund Receipts-All Sources     $     23,190          $    918,317  
Amount Needed                                                  $     37,689          $    953,119 
Amount Ahead (Behind)                                  $    (14,498)   $     (34,803) 
% Ahead (-Behind)                                                                                      -4%                       
Current Building Mortgage Balance (December 29, 2020):   $ 220,154 
Amount Needed above includes all budgeted revenues, including offerings, school tuition and third-source income, for the current budget year 
beginning July 1, 2020.  There was no cumulative deficit as of July 1.  Questions can be directed to Church Treasurer Mike Gaffer 
(mtgaff@comcast.net) 
 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK… Sunday, January 17th:       Total 166   CM 127                                                                      
                                                          

Note: The pastors and kantor are only counted once in both figures above, but take up three of the 150 slots at each service.  Also, Safety 

Team members are positioned in the halls, and do not count against the 150 available spots in the sanctuary, however they are included 

in the numbers of those present for worship and communing if they communed. 
 

PLEASE CALL FIRST:  In order to better protect you, our students and staff, we are limiting foot traffic through the building during 

the day.  Please make an appointment with one of our secretaries to pick up any church items.  Your materials can be placed in a holding 

bin located in the vestibule, between the double doorway for pick up at your designated appointment. 

 

SCHEDULING CHURCH AND SCHOOL EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S:  We are not scheduling member events at this time. Please 

direct any questions to 763-420-2426. 
 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Items received by noon on Wednesday are considered for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin; kindly 

please submit your request timely to ensure your announcement gets published as needed. 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS REQUESTED:  If you are not already getting weekly emails from church, please submit your email address so 

we can communicate notices such as upcoming church services, funerals, weather closures, etc.  Please provide your email address to 

secretary@stjlutheran.org. 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK:  (January 24 – January 30)  Sunday- …,  Monday- Mason Brastad,  Tuesday- Amy 
Christophersen/Jaclyn Essig,  Wednesday- Ryan Fish,  Thursday- Dana Christophersen/ Thomas Cook/ Maddy Gangelhoff/ 

Suzanne Haag/ Amy Peterson/ Martha Reseburg/ Derek Rosso/Stephanie Thompson/Benjamin Volberding,  Friday-  Tanya 
Brown/ Megan Brynjulfson/ Tom Cook/Emily Giefer,  Saturday- Al Berge/Randy Goerke/Elaine Zarracina 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 


